Rajasthan: Media Fellowship to Strengthen Democracy

Mamta Jaitley and Vividha Features


In October last year, Rajasthan, the birth place of the National Rural Employment Guarantee (NREG) and Right to Information (RTI) movements, witnessed a historic social audit of NREGS in the Bhilwara district. Bhilwara was strategically chosen, as it is the constituency of Union Rural Development Minister C P Joshi. The audit was conducted by the Rajasthan State Government, under the leadership of Suchana evam Rozgar Adhikar Abhiyan (SRA). In the first phase, a social audit of all the 1600 villages of 381 Gram Panchayats of Bhilwara district was conducted by 135 teams. The teams visited 900 NREGS work places and heard from approximately 150,000 people. In the second phase, one village in each of the 11 blocks was selected by a lottery system and a public hearing was held. Corruption of a whopping Rs. 10 million was exposed in these 11 villages alone.


Spearheading the media campaign of this massive effort was Mamta Jaitley, an IFA Fellow since 2008-09. As the Editor of Vividha News and Features Service, Mamta is actively involved in media advocacy and media monitoring to promote the cause of women and other marginalized sections of the society. During the audit, Vividha Citizen Journalists were posted at block head quarters to collect news from the panchayats and pass on to the district cell that sent daily press releases to the print and electronic media. Several Vividha Features were carried by the national and regional media such as The Hindu, Dainik Bhaskar, Rajasthan Patrakar, etc.


It was significantly due to Vividha Features’ efforts that the Social Audit campaign was not only reported well in the media, but also managed to pressurize the State Government to act, when the audit team members were attacked and blocked by vested interests. The public pressure and media coverage of the social audit also forced the state government to undertake reforms in the implementation of the scheme.


Vividha’s Citizen Journalists not only covered corruption stories, but also gave voice to the voiceless. While they exposed irregularities such as the death of laborers in illegal mines or the denial of work or pension to the old or the physically challenged, as required by the NREGA, they also published encouraging stories like that of women laborers who took the postman to task for trying to misbehave with them and of the courageous villager who stood up to the doctor who demanded a bribe. 


People movements are often hard pressed to find space in the mainstream media, either due to lack of legs on the ground or due to strings being pulled by the vested interests. Mamta’s efforts have addressed the former. By supporting alternative journalists like Mamta, IFA is strengthening a critical component of democracy. In this age of information overload, this fellowship is not only about giving a megaphone to the unheard but also about informing the educated, middle-class citizenry of the realities on the ground. 

--- Vishal Kudchadkar

Other IFA Fellows


There are several other IFA Fellows who have either been featured in the earlier reports or have just been added. The following list provides some basic information:

	NAME AND PLACE OF WORK
	AREA OF WORK
	MENTOR/GUIDE

	1. Ankita Anand (Delhi)

2. Diwan Singh (Delhi)


3. Kalyan Anand (Orissa)

4. Malaya Bhattacharyya (W.B)

5. Parmod Kumar (Delhi)


6. Prakash Kumar (Delhi)

7. Krishnakant Chauhan (Gujarat)

8. Gururaja Buddhya (Karnataka)

9. Faizal Khan (Haryana)

10. Arvind Murty (UP)

11. Jayshankar Pandey (UP)
	Right to Information

Preservation of Yamuna flood plains, RTI

Right to Information

Right to Information



Rag pickers organizing

Rag pickers organizing

Farmer’s Land rights

Indian Community Activists Network

RTI, Communal Harmony, Save the girl child

RTI, NREGA, Rural journalism


RTI, NREGA


	Aruna Roy

Arvind Kejriwal Arvind Kejriwal

Arvind Kejriwal

Arvind Kejriwal

Arvind Kejriwal

Chunnibhai Vaidya

SR Hiremath

Sandeep Pandey

Sandeep Pandey

Sandeep Pandey



Rajesh Sahai has taken up the coordination of the IFA Fellows. The process of disbursements has been streamlined. Reporting procedures have been updated and the reports are being submitted much more regularly. All the Fellows are now expected to attend the annual ICAN conference in India. This provides an opportunity for IFA members to meet them individually as well as for the Fellows to meet each other.



















