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Indian Community Activists Network was formed in 2007 with the goal of bringing together the many activists and groups with which IFA had worked over the years. The third ICAN meet took place at Sevagram on November 23-25. The following was decided:

ROLE OF ICAN:

1. To function as a platform for various activists with diverse backgrounds and fields of work; to engage with 
each other in a friendly atmosphere, to learn about each other’s work, etc.


2. Be a resource base for various activists to seek support in their work from others who are similarly 
involved, to develop new links and networks


3. Serve as an instrument for joint action

MEMBERSHIP


All those who have attended any of the three meetings are automatically the (founding) members as long as they choose to be so. The membership would be for individuals only. The decision to have organizations as members was deferred. Different members from an organization could rotate for the purpose of attendance at the meeting, etc. New entries to the group would be accepted on the reference of existing members. Newcomers would be added to the Yahoo group so they can join in discussions. They will, then, have the choice of becoming full members if and when they attend the next annual meeting.

MEMBER PLEDGE


A. Subscription to the shared vision of a just and humane society based on:



1. Sustainable and equitable development with community ownership of natural resources



2. Decentralization of power and local self-governance



3. Secularism and respect for diversity


B. Commitment to some type of activism in advancing these goals 


C. Adherence to truth and non-violence 


D. Acceptance of the validity of diverse paths to the same goals and a willingness to work across 





ideological differences within the larger framework of the shared vision


E. Attendance at one or more of the ICAN meetings


F. Agreement with the role of ICAN in developing and pursuing a common minimum program besides 



its role as a resource base for its constituents


G. Willingness to make some, nominal, contribution to the functioning of ICAN


There was a decision to defer creating a registered body for ICAN. It was felt that, for the time being, IFA should continue to be the steering body until the group gets solidified. It was also decided to rotate the annual meeting venues and Itangar, Arunachal Pradesh was chosen as the site for ICAN-2010.


One focus of the meeting was to plan joint action items. Several activities were proposed. A major decision was to undertake concerted actions on the 9th of August; the day ‘Quit India’ movement was launched in 1942. Community ownership of natural resources is to be the focus of such action. Various members pledged to take this up in their respective areas. A committee was set up to coordinate and spearhead this effort with the guidance of Chunnikaka. The press release at the end of the meeting reflected some of the conclusions.




ICAN-2009 PRESS RELEASE

End Eminent Domain over Natural Resources Demands ICAN

Sevagram, Wardha



Indian Community Activists Network (ICAN), a network of community activists and social action groups, has called for the abolition of the state power of eminent domain over the natural resources of the country. Local communities must have control over their natural resources. The state monopoly and arbitrary use of its power over land, water, forest, minerals and other natural resources, to benefit vested interests, must end


At a 3-day meeting held recently at Sevagram, ICAN resolved to organize a symbolic countrywide non-violent action on August 9, 2010 the anniversary of Bharat Chhodo Andolan (Quit India Movement). “Natural resources belong to the local community. There is an urgent need to awaken Janshakti (People’s power) to regain that ownership,” said Chunnibhai Vaidya, the 93-year-old veteran Gandhian leader and freedom fighter from Gujarat.


Representatives from Orissa, Karnataka, Kerala, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir and many more affirmed their commitment to organize symbolic satyagrahs and mass campaigns in their respective states.


“Soon after independence, the Government of India doubled the area under the forest department by adding forest lands that had earlier been under community control,” said S.R. Hiremath of Samaj Parivartana Samudaya, Karnataka.  “But it has singularly failed to conserve and protect these forests. This is all the more reason why these lands should revert back to the communities,” he added.  


Over 55 prominent activists deliberated on the development issues and challenges facing the poor in India such as access and ownership of natural resources, self-rule, holistic development, agriculture, globalization, arbitrary land acquisition, displacement, and state repression. They resolved to struggle against state violence. 


Among those present at Sevagram were Sushri Arundhati Dhuru, Sushri Mamta Jaitely, Mohan Hirabai Hiralal, Nikhil Dey, Dr. Devinder Sharma, Dr. Baba Adhav, Dr. H. Sudarshan, Dr. Ravi Chopra, Dr. R. Prabhakar and Dr. T. Karunakaran.

